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Understanding Computers
Hardware & Software (7 points)
1.) What is hardware? 
2.) What is software?       
3.) What is a program?       
4.) Who writes a program?       

 FORMTEXT 
     
Memory – Chips (internal) – CD (external) (4 points)
5.) ROM stands for:       
6.) RAM stands for:       
7.) What happens to RAM when the computer is turned off?       
8.) Why is it important to buy lots of RAM when shopping for a new computer?       
Input & Output Devices (4 points)
9.) What is the function of an input device?      
10.) Give an example of an input device?      
11.) What is the function of an output device?      
12.) Give an example of an output device?      
Processors (2 points)
13.) Name one function of the processor?      
14.) What is the CPU often referred to as?      
External Storage (4 points)
15.) What is an external storage device?      
16.) What are two examples of external storage device?      
17.) Why is it important to have an external storage device?      
The Computer’s World (19 points)
18.) How many conditions or states can a light switch be in?      
19.) Electronic switches can by       or        .

20.) The “on” and “off” switch represent what numbers to the computer?      
21.) What is a bit in computer terminology?      
22.) What is a byte in computer terminology?      
23.)  How many different combinations are available with an 8 bit system?      
24.) Complete the following:

· 8 bits =      
· 1,000 bytes =      
· 1,000 kilobytes =      
· 1,000 megabytes =       
· 1,000 gigabytes =      
25.) What holds more memory a CD or the average Hard Drive?      
26.) What is a Gigbyte (GB)?      
27.) Explain what makes up a byte of memory.      
28.) Explain what makes up a Kilobyte.      
29.) Explain what makes up a Terabyte.      
The Three Basic Generations of Computers (5 points)
30.) Explain in order the three generations of computers.      
31.) What were the advantages of the transistor over the vacuum tube?      
32.) What are the advantages of putting more and more transistors on a chip?      
